






In The Pub Where I Was Born is a videoinstallation consisting of an HD video 
shown on a flatscreen and another HD video projected onto the wall behind 
the flatscreen. The videos are edited to correspond with each other in terms 
of perspectives, colours, timing of cuts etc., but are also indicative of a rela-
tion between the individual subject and the larger environment - a relation in 
terms of power, ideologies, inclusion and exclusion, etc. The installation also 
includes a published newspaper article, detailing the history and the legacy, 
local and global, of the dockworkers strike in Liverpool in the mid-90’s.

The man in the video is Brian Dooley, who used to work as a docker in the 
port of Liverpool from the 70’s to the 90’s, until he was let go after a protract-
ed strike. He and the other former dockers are still leftwing radicals, shaped 
by their personal experiences from the years of the strike. 

The dockyards of Liverpool have been privatized and containerized, reduc-
ing the number of employed dockers from 25000 to 400, now primarily non-
unionized. The former dockers have continued two avenues of engagement 
begun during the strike: locally, they contribute to community groups through 
the activities in the backrooms of their own pub, Casa, from where they pro-
vide advice, support, and resources for workers in conflict with employers, 
unemployment boards and benefits boards, whereas globally they work with 
an international union for dockworkers, the IDC, which coordinates global ac-
tions when a local port is under threat.

The videoinstallation documents Brian Dooley telling the history and legacy of 
the strike, a demonstration against the just announced severe cuts in public 
spending, and a dancenumber in the backroom of the dockers pub, during 
salsanight.

The title of the work comes from a creative misinterpretation of the first line 
of a Beatles’ song, Yellow Submarine. This song has been re-recorded and 
re-mixed by my band Black Elvis into a salsasong, which plays during the big 
dancenumber in the video.




